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INTRODUCTION
The staff at Mount Vernon Community High School has developed this Course of Studies booklet. Its
purpose is to provide information about the courses offered at Mount Vernon High School next school year.
This guide will help students and their parents become better acquainted with the content of specific
courses and will aid students in the course selection process that will be taking place in February.

HOW TO USE THIS COURSE GUIDE
In this booklet, you will find a brief description of each course offered at Mount Vernon High School.
The length of each course, recommended grade level, credit allotted, and any prerequisite for each course
are listed. Prerequisites are conditions that must be met before enrollment. These prerequisites are
established to provide the maximum assurance that the courses will be completed satisfactorily. A student
who passes a course may not repeat that course for credit, unless indicated or approved by administration,
but may repeat the course to earn a higher grade.
Students and parents are encouraged to read the descriptions, consider the recommendations made by
your current instructors, discuss possible selection options, and be prepared to determine your final course
selections in time for course registration, usually held in February.
Keep in mind that the counselor, registrar, and teachers are available to assist students and their parents in
the selection of subjects and extra-curricular activities. It is recommended that parents contact the High
School counselor regarding aptitude and achievement test scores when making college or vocational
plans. Appointments with the counselor or administrative staff may be made by calling 895-8843.
Some courses are required at each grade level. Be sure to include them on your form for next year. It is
required that every student, grades 9-11, take a minimum of thirteen (13) classes each academic year. It is
recommended that seniors take a minimum of twelve (12) classes. Students must be enrolled in four (4)
courses each semester to be considered a full-time student. A class is defined as any academic course in
any of the core and/or vocational areas as well as band, choir, orchestra, and physical education.
(Students should check the graduation requirements on page 6).
Before completing your course request form, read this course guide very carefully. Included in it are the
requirements for graduation as well as the courses that will be offered for next year. After carefully reading
the entire guide, you are to list the courses you wish to take on your grade level’s course request form.
High School students all too often forget that the record they make during their high school career is part of
their permanent record for life. Employers, colleges, and military personnel often contact the school for
information about students. They are not only interested in grade point averages and class rankings, but
they also want to know about attendance, behavior, extra-curricular involvement, etc. Your administrators,
teachers, and counselor constantly remind you of the value of developing an appealing body of classes
and activities during your four years at MVHS. Your parents should also help in stressing the importance
of doing your best. Not all students can be top scholars, athletes, actors, musicians, cheerleaders, etc., but
everyone should be attempting to do their best.
The records you establish in high school are important, as they are the start of life-time careers. It is
essential that students plan for the future and contribute to their own growth as they progress through their
high school years.
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NCAA Eligibility
If you wish to participate in NCAA Division I or II athletics, you need to be certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center.
You need to qualify academically and you will also need to be cleared as an amateur student-athlete. You are
responsible for achieving and protecting your eligibility status!
For more detailed information and to obtain a downloadable copy of the NCAA’s official “Guide for College
Student-Athletes”, be sure to go to the NCAA Eligibility Center web site at: www.eligibilitycenter.org
You can also get a complete list of Mount Vernon High School’s approved NCAA core courses by visiting the
NCAA’s web page. You can enter the site as an NCAA College-Bound Student-Athlete. Navigate to the
“Resources” tab, click “U.S. Students”, and then “List of NCAA Courses”. You will find a complete list of Mount
Vernon High School’s approved NCAA core courses by typing in our school’s 6-digit CEEB/ACT code: 163065.
Also available on the NCAA site are lists of the number of core courses in English, mathematics, science, social
studies, and foreign language that any potential Division I or Division II student-athlete must complete in high
school in order to be eligible for athletic competition as a first-year college student.

Checklist for College-Bound Student-Athletes
If you think there may be a chance that you will be recruited as an NCAA Division I or Division II athlete, you
should do the following:
 Beginning in your freshman year of high school, take rigorous and challenging course work.
 Register at the beginning of your junior year at www.eligibilitycenter.org.
 Ask your high school counselor to send your transcript to the NCAA Eligibility Center at the end of your junior
year.
 Take the ACT or SAT and use the code “9999” to have your official scores sent directly to the NCAA Eligibility
Center.
 Check with your high school counselor to make sure you are on track to graduate on time with your class and
have the required number of core courses.
 Request final amateurism certification during your senior year (beginning April 1).
 Ask your high school counselor to submit your final transcript with proof of graduation.

Mount Vernon High School’s “Denied / Not Recognized” NCAA Core Courses
The NCAA Eligibility Center regularly evaluates high school course content and makes a judgment as to whether
a core course (a course in only the areas of English, mathematics, social studies, science, or foreign language) is
“approved” or “recognized” in determining initial eligibility to compete upon entering college. Only high school
core courses that have been approved by the NCAA Eligibility Center may be used by a potential Division I or
Division II student-athlete to meet the number of core courses required to be considered eligible for college
athletic competition. The Mount Vernon High School core courses listed below have NOT been approved for
eligibility consideration by the NCAA Eligibility Center.
**It should be noted that all of these courses continue to meet the Mount Vernon School Board’s standards as
rigorous and comprehensive courses with credit applying toward graduation. Additionally, these are recognized
core courses in all calculations related to the Regents Admission Index (RAI) as used by Iowa’s three state
universities for admission consideration.
DRAMATIC INTERP. & EXPRESSION
FILM AS LITERATURE
GRAMMAR & USAGE IN COMPOSITION
INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION
PUBLICATION & DESIGN
SPORTS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY
CONSUMER MATH
CONTEMPORARY SCIENCE
FOUNDATIONS OF SCIENCE
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COURSES – STUDENT DROP / ADD REQUESTS
At Mount Vernon High School the staff believes all students can learn and need to be in challenging and rigorous
classes. Students are responsible for determining and accepting the course of study for which they register. They
must plan very deliberately, always keeping in mind high school graduation requirements, individual abilities and
interests, and post high school plans. Schedule adjustments will be made for academic reasons only. In many cases,
parent permission will be required, but does not guarantee a schedule adjustment. Students are to limit their visits to
the guidance office to make schedule changes to “one and done”.
Students must request to drop or add courses within the first three (3) days of each semester. Dropping a class after
the third day of a semester will result in a grade of “F” on the student’s transcript. Drop / Add forms requiring parent
and teacher signatures may be used to make any schedule change. Remember, students must be enrolled in four (4)
courses each semester to be considered a full-time student.
Schedule changes are limited and will be based on the following criteria:
1. Will be made during your free time only. You will not be excused from classes to make changes.
2. Only adds or drops allowed. Shuffling of classes for convenience is discouraged.
3. No additions to sections with enrollment already at the designated maximum level.
4. Changes can be made for legitimate educational reasons. If you have extenuating circumstances that you
believe justify a schedule change please see a counselor. Unless there are unusual circumstances, the
counselor will not allow changes such as……….
a. to change teachers
b. to change lunch periods
c. to change to a friend’s class
d. to change to a section with more students than the section you are already in.
5. Administrative approval may be required for some schedule changes.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Physical Education
Health 9

2.0 credits (0.5 / year)
* 0.25 credit (J-Term – 9th grade)

All students must successfully gain credit and complete 3 years of
Mathematics, science, and social studies during the 9-12 grade span.
Mathematics
3.0 credits
Science – must include:
3.0 credits
Earth Science
* 1.0 credit
Biology
* 1.0 credit
Physical Sciences
* 1.0 credit
Social Studies - must include:
3.0 credits
US History
* 1.0 credit
World History
* 1.0 credit
Political Science
* 0.5 credit
All students must successfully gain credit and complete
4 years of English during the 9-12 grade span.
Language Arts – must include:
4.0 credits
English I
* 1.0 credit
English II
* 0.5 credit
One Communication Course
* 0.5 credit
One Literature Course
* 0.5 credit
One Composition Course
* 0.5 credit
Financial Literacy (Grade 11 or 12)
Electives – must include:

0.5 credit
10.0 credits
Fine Arts/Practical Arts/Vocational Education * 1.0 credit
CPR Completion (no credit, but must have to graduate, taught during Health 9)

All students must successfully participate
every academic school year in the MVHS J-Term.
(The only exception is a senior who is graduating at the end of the 1st semester and not returning for the 2nd semester.)

Total Credits

25.5 credits

SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED COURSES THAT MEET DAILY EARN .5 CREDIT / SEMESTER. All students are
required to comply with the attendance policies set forth by the Board of Education. Failure to comply with this policy may affect
a student’s graduation status. Students will be allowed to participate in the graduation ceremony and in all senior activities if they
are in good standing and have met or exceeded the graduation requirements set by the Board. Students are not required to
participate in the graduation ceremony. Graduation requirements are subject to review for students who transfer from other school
districts.
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CAREER EXPLORATION OPPORTUNITIES
•

INTERNSHIP - .5 credit
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITE: COMPLETE A JOB SHADOW
Through its internship program, the Workplace Learning Connection offers students a chance to gain work
experience and specific knowledge about a particular career by spending time on a real job site.
High school juniors and seniors are assigned to a job site for 90 hours of planned and supervised career
experiences spread over a 9-week period. Interns learn new skills, apply classroom knowledge in a real-world
setting, develop employability behaviors that better prepare them for the workplace, and gain insight that will
help them make more informed career choices. There are three requirements to meet in order to receive
elective credit through MVHS:
• Complete 90 hours on a job site, working 2 hours per day for at least a 9-week period. Note that this
requirement will mean blocking out at least a 2-hour window of time during the regular school day, thus limiting
total class availability at MVHS. You will earn .5 unit of elective credit at MVHS for your 90-hour commitment.
• Complete the Guided Student Journal provided by the Workplace Learning Connection.
• Attend and participate in the three career development meetings sponsored by the Workplace Learning
Connection.
A job internship is a real-life career exploration opportunity. The experience is designed for a student who has
accumulated enough credits to allow the time to spend off-campus on a job site. Even though the internship will
most likely be completed in 9 weeks, a student will have to make time available in his/her regular school
schedule throughout an entire semester.

•

JOB SHADOW – NO CREDIT
GRADES 10-12 1 DAY
NO PREREQUISITES
Job shadow students go into the workplace and spend two to six hours learning as much as they can about a
specific job. Students will observe and interact with employers and workers on an actual job site to see if this
career is a good fit for them.
In general, a student may apply for one job shadow experience per semester. Application forms must be
completed and are available to students in late August (to apply for a first-semester job shadow) and in early
December (to apply for a second-semester job shadow).
This experiential learning helps students better understand available local careers, as well as make a
connection between what they’re learning in high school and what will be required of them as employees.
Students must apply for a job shadow in a specific career area. Once assigned to a job shadow a student is
responsible to:
•
Contact the employer to verify that the student will attend the job shadow opportunity.
•
Complete and return a MVHS pre-absence form at least one day prior to going on the job shadow.
•
After the job shadow, complete an online survey to provide feedback to the employer and to the
Workplace Learning Connection.
•
After the job shadow, complete a “Thank You” post card, addressed to the employer. The post card
is supplied and mailed by the Workplace Learning Connection.
A job shadow is a real-life career exploration opportunity. The experience is designed for a student who wants
more direct information about a specific career area. A job shadow student must be responsible and dependable.
The student will miss regular classroom time and must make up all missed work. A student must meet application
deadlines, contact the employer in advance to verify attendance and follow up with the employer after the job
shadow experience.

No grade or credit is awarded for completing a job shadow.
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CAREER PATHWAYS
Arts/Communications
Business/Marketing & Information Management
Health Services
Agri-Science/Natural Resources
Engineering & Industrial Technologies
Family & Human Services

Proposed
Career
Pathway
Career
Preparation
Courses

Art &
Communications
English I, II
Fiction Writing
Adv. Comp.
Honors Comp.
Popular Lit.
Comtemp. Lit.
Film as Lit.
Drama Interp/Exp.
Mystery Stories
British Lit.
Honors World Lit.
Speech & Debate
Editing for Publica
Spanish 1,2,3,4,
German 1,2,3,4
Band
Chorus
Orchestra
Photography
Adv. Photography
Drawing
Painting
Adv. Drawing/Ptg
Ceramics 1,2
Sculpture
Printmaking

College
English I, II
Admission
Adv. Comp. or
Requirements Honors Comp.
Honors Am. Lit. or
Honors World Lit.
Speech or
Oral Comm
(total 4 years Eng.)
At least 2 yrs. of
Foreign Language is
recommended.

Business/Mktg.
& Information
Management
Accounting I & II
Computer Bus.
App
Info. Tech.
Essentials
Entrepreneurship
Economics
Web Page Design
theSTABLE

Health
Services
Child Development
Foods & Nutr. I
Menu Plan.& Nutr.
Adult Living
Earth Science 9
Biology
Chemistry
Hon. Chemistry 3
Psychology
Sociology
Economics
U.S. History
World History
Political Science

Comp Bus App is Earth Science 9
recommended
Biology
Chemistry or
At least 2 yrs. of
Chemistry 3 or
Foreign Lang. is
Physics
recommended.
Algebra I
Geometry
Algebra II
At least 2 yrs. Of
Foreign Language
is recommended.

Agri-Science &
Natural
Resources

Engineering &
Industrial
Technologies

Family &
Human
Services

Earth Science 9
Biology
Physics
Chemistry
Chemistry 3
Physical Science
Anatomy-Physiology
Environmental Sci.
Contemp. Sci.
Power Tech
Auto Mechanics
Electricity & Plumb
Materials Process
Adv. Mater. Process
Industrial Tech Des.
Construct Tech.
Intro to Ind. Tech
Arch. Plans&Specs

Algebra I & II
Geometry
Pre-Calculus
Calculus I
Statistics
Trigonometry
Physics
Metals Tech
Adv. Metals
Construct.Tech
Intro to Engineering
Princ of
Engineering
Civil Engin/Archit
Intro to Ind. Tech
Arch. Plans&Specs

Child Development
Foods & Nutr. I
Menu Plan.&Nutr.
Adult Living
Sewing I & II
Interior Design
Psychology
Economics
Sociology
Criminal Justice
U.S. History
World History
Prob. of Mod. Soc.
Political Science
Work Study

Earth Science 9
Biology
Chemistry or
Chemistry 3 or
Physics
Algebra I
Geometry
Algebra II

Earth Science 9
Biology
Chemistry or
Chemistry 3 or
Physics
Algebra I
Geometry
Algebra II

Political Science
U.S. History
World History
Any of the following:
Sociology
Psych
Economics
Criminal Justice
Prob. of Mod. Soc.

At least 2 yrs. of
At least 2 yrs. of
Foreign Language is Foreign Language
recommended.
is recommended.
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At least 2 yrs. of
Foreign Language is
recommended.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

At MVHS we acknowledge six Career Pathways that hopefully encompass most
occupations. Please examine each pathway to help determine your career field. On the preceding
page, we have listed those courses under the various pathways that we feel will benefit you in
pursuit of a given career.
***********
The Arts & Communications pathway is designed to meet the needs of students
considering career fields from art, choral music, instrumental music, creative writing, public
speaking, drama, etc.
***********
The Business/Marketing & Information Management pathway is designed to meet the
needs of students considering career fields from accounting, sales, marketing, banking, business
management, etc.
***********
The Health Services pathway is designed to meet the needs of students considering career
fields in any type of health occupations including nursing, lab tech, medical records, pharmacist,
doctor, etc.
**********
The Agri-Science/Natural Resources pathway is designed to meet the needs of students
considering career fields from plant and animal science, conservation, agriculture, agri-science,
agriculture business and industry, environmental study, etc.
**********
The Engineering & Industrial Technologies pathway is designed to meet the needs of
students considering career fields from electronics, drafting, construction, engineering,
manufacturing, maintenance, etc.
**********
The Family & Human Services pathway consists of career fields such as law enforcement,
education, cosmetology, culinary arts, social worker, childcare provider, etc.

COLLEGE CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES
SENIOR YEAR PLUS
Through Iowa’s state program called Senior Year Plus, school districts are provided with a variety of options to
enhance students’ high school experiences. Enacted by the legislature in 2008, Senior Year Plus was created to
provide increased and more equal access to college credit and advanced placement courses. Courses delivered
through Senior Year Plus provide students the opportunity to take a rigorous college curriculum and receive, in many
cases, both high school and college credit concurrently.
Iowa is one of at least 38 states with state policies supporting the enrollment of high school students in college
coursework. The vast majority of college credit opportunities available to high school students are provided through
Senior Year Plus. Senior Year Plus serves as an umbrella for a variety of programs including Postsecondary
Enrollment Options (PSEO), concurrent enrollment and career academies.
Mount Vernon High School, in cooperation with area colleges, offers a wide variety of dual credit (credit given on both
a high school and college transcript) college courses to students (usually seniors or advanced status underclass
students).
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Post-Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) courses
A Post-Secondary Enrollment Option course is the more “typical” college ‘Arts and Sciences’ classroom course that
most people picture when they think of college. If a student intends to enroll in a Senior Year Plus PSEO college
credit class, the student must meet certain criteria explained below. Only students who have met the criteria listed
below will be permitted to enroll in a college credit class as part of the MVHS registration process conducted each
spring.
The prerequisites for enrollment in our PSEO college credit courses are:
o Students must demonstrate proficiency in each of three academic areas - reading, mathematics and
science - as measured by standardized scores on the Iowa Assessments.
o Students enrolling in a CTE course (Career and Technical Education) course are exempt from the
requirements to demonstrate proficiency on the Iowa Assessments in reading, math, and science (as per
Iowa Code changes – summer 2012). Students may be required to complete and pass an initial assessment
administered by the community college to determine readiness for enrolling in CTE coursework.
o The PSEO option is intended for 11th and 12th grade students as part of their 4-year plan. Students in
grades 9 and 10 who have earned Iowa Assessment national percentile scores of at least 95 in reading or
mathematics or science are eligible under this program.
o At Kirkwood Community College, students must take either the ALEKS test for math and the
ACCUPLACER test for reading or the ACT/SAT test and have a qualifying score that meets Kirkwood
admission requirements. Interested students should check in the MVHS guidance office to look at the specific
scores required. The ALEKS/ACCUPLACER tests can be taken at no cost on the Kirkwood campus. While
no test appointment is necessary it is recommended that a student call ahead to set up a test time. Call the
Kirkwood Test Center in Cedar Hall at 319-398-5456. For the ACT, students must plan ahead and register in
advance. Do not expect to receive ACT results for at least 4 weeks following the test date.
o Students may not take a college-credit class unless they have previously taken the highest level of the
MVHS class in the corresponding curriculum area. For example, a student may not take college Composition
1 until completing the Honors Composition course here. Another example would be not taking the college
course Introduction to Psychology until completing the high school psychology class.
o Full time MVHS students are eligible to take advantage of Senior Year Plus opportunities. Students must
be enrolled in four (4) courses each semester through MVHS to be considered a full-time student.
o Students who don’t meet the qualifying scores established by area colleges will forfeit the opportunity to
enroll in a college credit class.
o Students must be willing to re-arrange their high school schedule to allow for travel time to the college
campus or to make room for a free class period during the school day to work on an online course.
o Students must pay a deposit of $250 (a check written to Mount Vernon High School) for each college
credit class they enroll in. That deposit will be forfeited if the student fails the class or withdraws from the
class.
o Students must complete a college application for admission and, for Kirkwood, a PSEO enrollment form
prior to the Kirkwood enrollment deadline (typically in late July for first semester courses and by midNovember for second semester courses). Usually, enrollment forms must be completed at the time of
registration for MVHS classes.

Concurrent Enrollment Courses
Mount Vernon High School has partnered with Kirkwood Community College to offer concurrent enrollment course
work that meets the needs of students wanting to explore a specific career or technical program at Kirkwood, as well
as transferable general education course work to enhance any college major.
Concurrent enrollment courses are typically taught at Mount Vernon High School by Mount Vernon faculty who meet
Kirkwood’s teacher credentials requirements. Qualified MVHS instructors adhere to the approved Kirkwood course
syllabus and offer the college-level course within the high school’s regular class schedule. Students who meet the
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Senior Year Plus academic proficiency requirements as indicated on results of the Iowa Assessments (listed above)
will, upon course completion, receive both high school and college credit for their course work.
Concurrent Enrollment offerings at Mount Vernon High School include:

Business and Information Technology:
BCA213: Intermediate Computer Business Applications
BCA179: Powerpoint Multimedia
CIS207: Fundamentals of Web Programming

Culinary Arts:
HCM227: Menu Planning
HCM231: Nutrition

Project Lead the Way (PLTW):
EGT400: PLTW Introduction to Engineering Design
EGT410: PLTW Principles of Engineering
EGT460: PLTW Civil Engineering and Architecture

Industrial Technology:
CON116: Architectural Plans & Specs

Mathematics:
MAT157: College Statistics

Kirkwood Shared Career Edge Academy Programs
Kirkwood’s Career Edge Academies provide sequenced and career-focused college credit classes that often lead to
industry-recognized skills or certification. Instruction is specific to the skills needed to perform job-related tasks in a
particular career area. Career Academies are offered as shared programs (that students from more than one high
school can attend) in a central location. Often, Career Academy courses take up approximately two hours per day
throughout the academic year. Students earn college credit and also earn .5 high school credit per class completed
within the year-long program. The Career Edge Academy Programs available are:
Adv. Manufacturing/Engineering Technology
Agriculture Science
Architecture/Construction Management
Arts/Sciences
Automotive Technology
Business
Criminal Justice
Dental
Education
EMT/Firefighter
Energy/Industrial Maintenance
Graphics/Media Communications

Information Technology
Interior Design
Math/Science
Paralegal/Pre-law
Patient Care
Pharmacy Tech
Phys. Therapy Ass’t./Occ. Therapy Ass’t.
PLTW: Biotech Engineering
PLTW: Digital Electronics
Transportation
Welding

For more specific information about the courses and career training provided in each of the Kirkwood Career Edge
Academy programs you can go to: www.kirkwood.edu/careeracademies

Things to Consider about Senior Year Plus offerings:
All Senior Year Plus courses, whether a part of PSEO or concurrent enrollment or Career Edge Academy offerings,
are considered Kirkwood college courses. Students must be aware that the grade they receive for any Kirkwood
class will be the grade they receive for that class on their high school transcript. In addition, MVHS receives no
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progress reports from Kirkwood about student performance and so the students are ultimately responsible for
monitoring their own progress and success.
Students must consider that there can be serious consequences for poor grades in college classes. All grades for
Kirkwood classes also go on the official Kirkwood college transcript. A student who does poorly on college classes
creates a low college grade point average (GPA) which may put that student on academic probation when arriving on
a college campus the following fall. Academic probation status sometimes leaves a college student ineligible to
receive financial aid. Please consider all the consequences, good or bad, of taking college level course work.

Advanced Placement (AP) Online Courses
Through Iowa Online Advanced Placement Academy (IOAPA)
Information about AP Online courses:
•
•
•
•
•
•

AP Online courses are rigorous, college-level classes offered in a variety of disciplines.
Any junior or senior may take AP Online courses.
Freshmen and sophomore ELP students may take AP Online courses.
Students must have an open period in their schedule for an AP Online course.
Student should feel very comfortable with online course format and be an independent learner.
Students will have both an online instructor and a mentor available at school for additional in-person support.

Space is very limited in these courses; classes will be filled on a first-come, first-serve basis. Registration for an
online AP course must go through the counselor’s office. Registration for first semester begins in April and must be
completed no later than mid-June. Registration for second semester begins in November and must be completed
before winter break.
Advanced Placement courses available:
AP Biology
AP Calculus AB
AP Chemistry
AP Computer Science A
AP Computer Science Principles
AP English Language & Composition
AP English Literature & Composition
AP Macroeconomics*
AP Microeconomics*
AP Psychology*
AP Spanish
AP Statistics
AP US Government and Politics*
AP US History

Introduction to Computer Science* - 9th grade only
(A semester-long online class designed to help prepare
students for AP computer science classes.)
*denotes semester-long class, all others are year-long
Course details are listed on the IOAPA course catalog page at:
http://www2education.uiowa.edu/belinblank/students/ioapa/Catalog.
aspx

Contact: DeAnn Scearce, ELP Coordinator
Phone: 895-6254, ext 3122
E-mail: dscearce@mountvernon.k12.ia.us

Advanced Placement (AP) Exams
Advanced Placement Exams are generally scheduled to be taken nation-wide during the first two weeks of May. AP
exams can be taken at Mount Vernon High School. The exams cover many different content areas: Language Arts,
Science, Math, Music, Art, Social Studies, and World Languages. For more details about AP Exams, visit the College
Board online at: https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/takingtheexam/ap-calendar/

P a g e / 12

Generally, students who have taken honors level courses at Mount Vernon High School have been well-prepared for
the AP Exams. A few students who adapt well to an online environment may take an online AP course offered through
the University of Iowa and the Belin-Blank Center. Arrangements to take an online AP course must be made prior to
the beginning of the school year. Scores on the AP Exams range from 1 to 5. A score of 5 is the highest score.
Students may wish to take one or more AP exams for several different reasons:
•
•
•
•

College credit - most institutions in Iowa recognize a score of 3 or better, but check first
College course placement - a score on an AP exam may help in selecting the right course
College readiness - a score may be an indication of student understanding of course concepts
College opportunities - scoring well on 2 or more exams could help a student secure admission or
scholarships. Students who score well on 2 or more exams may be recognized as an AP Scholar.

Students and parents should talk to their child’s teacher about how their course(s) may help prepare them for the
exam. In some instances there may be better options than AP, such as PSEO or other college testing/portfolio
programs.
Mount Vernon High School has developed opportunities for students to prepare for and take rigorous courses and
exams. Students may register in late February or early March for the exams. AP Exams results are received in July.

High School Course Requirements for Admission
to Iowa’s Regent Universities
In addition to meeting the Regent Admission Index requirement, students must complete the minimum number of high
school courses specified below for the institution to which they’re applying.
Subject Area

Iowa State University

The University of Iowa

University of Northern Iowa

English/Language Arts

Four years of English/Language
Arts emphasizing writing,
speaking, reading, as well as an
understanding and appreciation of
literature.

Four years, with an emphasis on
the analysis and interpretation of
literature, composition, and
speech.

Four years, including one year of
composition; also may include one
year of speech, communication, or
journalism.

Math

Three years, including one year
each of algebra, geometry, and
advanced algebra.

Three years, including two years of
algebra and one year of geometry,
for admission to the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences. Four
years, including two years of
algebra, one year of geometry,
and one year of higher
mathematics (trigonometry,
analysis, or calculus), for
admission to the College of
Engineering.

Three years, including the
equivalent of algebra, geometry,
and advanced algebra.

Natural Science

Three years, including one year
each from any two of the following:
biology, chemistry, and physics.

Three years, including one year
each from any two of the following:
biology, chemistry, and physics for
admission to the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences. Three
years, including at least one year
of chemistry and one year of
physics, for admission to the
College of Engineering.

Three years, including courses in
general science, biology, chemistry,
earth science, or physics; laboratory
experience highly recommended.
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Social Science

Two years for admission to the
Colleges of Agriculture,
Business, Design, Human
Sciences, and Engineering.
Three years for admission to the
College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences.

Three years, with U.S. history and
world history recommended for
admission to the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences. Two
years, with U.S. history and world
history recommended, for
admission to the College of
Engineering.

Three years, including courses in
anthropology, economics,
geography, government, history,
psychology, or sociology.

Foreign Language

Two years of a single foreign
language for admission to the
College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences and the College of
Engineering. Foreign language
courses are not required for
admission to the Colleges of
Agriculture, Business, Design,
or Human Sciences.

Two years of a single foreign
language.

Foreign language courses are not
required for admission. However,
two years of a foreign language in
high school with a C- or above in
the last term will meet the university
graduation requirement.

Other Courses

Specific elective courses are not
required for admission to Iowa
State University.

Specific elective courses are not
required for admission to The
University of Iowa.

Two years of additional courses
from the required subject areas,
foreign languages, or fine arts.

Note: Non-resident freshman applicants may be held to higher standards for admission, but must meet at least the
same requirements as resident freshman applicants.

Regent Admission Index
Students from Iowa high schools planning to begin studies at an Iowa Regents institution must have a Regent
Admission Index score of at least 245 and take the minimum number of required high school courses to qualify for
automatic admission to Iowa State University, the University of Northern Iowa, and The University of Iowa. Students
who achieve a score less than 245 will be considered for admission on an individual basis.
The index combines four factors that strongly predict success at regent universities: ACT or SAT test score, high
school rank, high school cumulative grade-point average, and the number of completed high school core courses
(which include only the courses listed below). Information you will need to complete your RAI Score:
*Note: There is an RAI calculator available at: www.regents.iowa.gov/RAI/index.html (cap sensitive)
Your ACT or SAT score: ________

Your Current Cumulative GPA: ________

Your High School Rank: _______

Your Total Number of Core Courses (See Below): ________

Your Class Size: _______
Mount Vernon High School Core Courses for RAI Calculation
English

Math

Science

Social Studies

Foreign Language

African/American Lit*

Algebra 1

Anatomy & Physiology

Political Science*

German 1

British Literature*

Algebra 2

Biology

Probs Mod.Society*

German 2

Contemporary Literature*

Geometry

Chemistry 1*

Psychology*

German 3

Drama As Literature*

Honors Alg. 2

Chemistry 2*

Sociology*

Honors German 4

Editing for Publication*

H. Pre-Calc/Trig

Chemistry 3*

Internat Relations*

Spanish 1

English 1

Honors Calculus

Earth Science

US History

Spanish 2

English 2*

Physics

World History

Spanish 3

Fiction Writing*

Physical Science

Criminal Justice*

Honors Spanish 4

Advanced Composition*

Astronomy/Meteorology*

Women in US Hist*

21st

Environment Science*

AP World History

Cent. Journalistic Writ*
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Honors Composition*
Honors American Lit.*
Mystery Stories*
Popular Literature*
Honors World Literature*
Speech & Debate*

Approved PSEO
courses*

Approved PSEO
courses*

Approved PSEO
courses*

Approved PSEO
courses*

Interpersonal Commun*

Approved PSEO courses*

In the RAI Calculation, the number of core courses you enter should include courses that you have successfully
completed. A year-long course is worth 1 unit and a semester course is worth one-half (.5) unit as you calculate core
units to enter into the RAI calculation. * Any class marked by an asterisk is a semester-long course.

MISCELLANEOUS
•

DRIVER’S EDUCATION
The Mount Vernon Community School District does not sponsor a summer driver's education program.
Instead, private companies offer driver's education programs in Mount Vernon. They offer comparable
services and costs at convenient times to all families. Reduced driver's education fees are available for
students who qualify through federal free/reduced lunch guidelines. These families may contact the high
school office for more information. The private companies will advertise their programs and work directly with
the school district to provide the reduced fees. As a reminder, all students must possess a driving permit
before starting in a driver's education program. If you have any questions regarding driver's education,
please contact the High School office at 895-8843.

•

INDEPENDENT STUDY
Independent study may be available on a limited basis by approval of the principal. Advanced students
should consider enrolling in Post Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) courses or online Advanced
Placement courses as an alternate to applying for independent study course work. A written plan of study
must be approved by the instructor and principal prior to beginning an independent study course.

P a g e / 15

ART DEPARTMENT
ART CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Advertising Photo/Layout Person
Animation
Architect
Architect Marketing Consultant
Art Conservator/Dealer
Art Historian
Art Museum Director/Educator
Art Teacher
Art Therapy Student
Artist Co-Op Owner/Manager
Bill Board Painter
Cartoonist
Ceramist
Clothes Designer
Clothing Conservator/Textile
Consultant

Commercial Artist
Computer Artist
Cosmetologist
Crafts Consign. Store Owner
Display Person
Drafter
Fashion Illustrator
Florist
Free-Lance Graphic Artist
Gallery Owner
Greeting Card Designer
Hand Weaver
Interior Designer
Jewelry Maker
Lithographer

Makeup Artist
Medical Illustrator
Museum Curator
Painter
Picture Framer
Portrait Photographer
Potter
Sculptor
Silk-Screen Printer/Supervisor
Special Effects - Movie
Stain Glass Maker
Theater Set/Display Designer
Wallpaper Designer
Wildlife Artist
Window Treatment Consultant

Art Classes
•

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 1 - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
During this course students will learn and practice skills in taking photographs with a digital camera. Students
will learn to transfer and manipulate photographs with Adobe Photoshop Elements/CS6, PIXLR, iPhoto, and
iMovie. Students will be working on landscape photography, architectural photography, portrait photography,
stop motion, and sculptural photography.

•

ADVANCED DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITES: PHOTOGRAPHY 1 or PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR
During this course students will continue to practice skills in taking photographs using digital camera or a
35mm analog camera. Students will have the option of using darkroom technology (there is a $50.00 fee
accompanied with this choice). Students will learn to transfer and manipulate photographs with PIXLR,
Adobe Photoshop Elements/CS6, iPhoto, and iMovie. Students will be working on individual projects that
are consistent in subject matter.

•

CERAMICS - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Students will learn a variety of hand-building techniques for creating functional and sculptural ceramics.
Students will learn basic skills for throwing on the potter’s wheel. Historical and cultural examples will be
studied for ideas and techniques. Examples of units include self portrait jars, teapots, sculptures, 3dimensional masterpieces, tiles, and masks. Students must pay a material’s fee of $10.00.
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•

CERAMICS 2 (repeatable course) - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITE: CERAMICS
During this course students will continue to learn about different clay bodies, glazes, under glazes, the
operation of the kiln, and firing techniques. Each student will have the opportunity to learn how to use the
throwing wheel and learn techniques for creating cups, bowls, plates, platters, tea pots, vases, pitchers, and
cylinders. Students will also learn about historical and contemporary ceramics. Students must pay a
material’s fee of $10.00.

•

BEGINNING DRAWING - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
In beginning drawing, students will learn and practice visual and technical skills to improve their ability to
draw. Students will develop a body of work that represents their creative vision. Students will work with a
variety of drawing materials including charcoal, ebony pencils, colored pencils, oil crayons, and chalk pastels.

•

BEGINNING PAINTING - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITE: BEGINNING DRAWING or PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR
Students will learn beginning painting skills using watercolor and tempera paints. Examples of instructional
units are landscape, still life, figure drawing, self portrait, perspective, and dream drawings. Students are
required to draw in a sketchbook outside of class. Grades are based on participation and individual
improvement of drawing and painting skills.

•

ADVANCED DRAWING AND PAINTING (repeatable course) - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITE: BEGINNING DRAWING AND BEGINNING PAINTING / CONSENT OF INSTRUCTOR
Students will continue to practice and develop visual and technical skills working with a variety of drawing and
painting media. Acrylic paints will be introduced. Composition and color/color mixing will be emphasized
through units that may include: still life, abstraction, figure, portrait, landscape and work from imagination.
Students will keep a sketchbook and provide some materials for this class. Grading will emphasize individual
participation, improvement, and completion of a final portfolio of drawings and paintings.

•

PRINTMAKING (repeatable course) - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
In this course students will learn the process of creating prints on paper using linoleum, woodcut, and screen
print. The objective of this course is to provide students with the skills necessary to safely execute, present
and evaluate selected examples of relief and screen prints, using a variety of materials, tools and techniques.
Students must pay a material’s fee of $10.00.

•

SCULPTURE (repeatable course) - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Students will learn different techniques for building three-dimensional works of art. Instructional lessons may
include clay, paper, paper mache, plaster, wire, found objects, cardboard, concrete, and wood. Historical and
cultural examples will be studied and discussed as inspiration for creative ideas and technical modeling.
Grades are based upon creativity and skill development.
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MOUNT VERNON BUSINESS EDUCATION
BUSINESS CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Accounting Clerk
Administrative Assistant
Associate Real Estate Broker
Bank Chief Executive Officer
Bank PR/Marketing Specialist
Bank Teller
Bill Collector
Bookkeeper
Broker
Business Manager
Career Resource Specialist
Cashier
Certified Public Accountant
City Manager
Clerical Worker
Commercial Tax Specialist

Commodities Broker
Community Rel. Dir. /Specialist
Computer Customer Service Rep.
Computer Sales/SysConsultant
Computer Keypunch Operator
Consumer Credit Counselor
Cost Accountant
County Clerk
Court Reporter
Credit Manager
Customer Service Representative
Data Entry Operator
Department Manager
Display Manager
Executive Secretary
Financial Planner

Hospital Administrator
Hotel Desk Clerk/Manager
Ins Actuary/Underwriter/Agent
Internal Revenue Agent
Job Training Counselor
Legal Assistant/Secretary
Mail Carrier/Clerk
Medical Secretary
Office Machines Operator
Probation Officer
Restaurant Owner/Manager
School Secretary
Secretary/Word Processor Operator
Software Engineer
Stenographer
Teacher/Counselor

Available Classes
•

FINANCIAL LITERACY - .5 credit
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE (graduation requirement)
NO PREREQUISITES
This course introduces students to money management and personal financial tasks that students will use in
everyday life. Students will learn how to earn money through career search and method of payments, manage
money through banking and budgeting, make money grow through investments such as stocks and bonds,
make sound purchasing decisions, and be a responsible user of credit. Community and business involvement,
including guest speakers and field trips will provide support to students as well as foster positive relationships in
the community. This course relies heavily on project based assessment allowing students to demonstrate their
ability to apply, analyze and synthesize what they are learning.

•

EARLY BIRD FINANCIAL LITERACY - .5 credit
GRADES 11-12 EVERY OTHER DAY, YEAR-LONG
NO PREREQUISITES
Same as above except will meet every other day all year long during the early bird period. Transportation to
early bird classes is the responsibility of the student.

•

ECONOMICS - .5 credit
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Students will study contemporary economics. In contemporary economics, students will study how people
attempt to satisfy unlimited wants with limited resources. The trade-offs and opportunity cost of these economic
decisions, and the role of government will be examined. Fiscal policy, supply and demand, economic reasoning,
business cycle, gross domestic product, unemployment, economic development and inflation will be studied.

•

ACCOUNTING I - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This class is designed for students desiring entry level preparation for careers in business and is highly
recommended for students seeking further accounting study at the collegiate level. Emphasis is on the
understanding of basic accounting concepts for a sole proprietorship (a business owned by one person). The
class will take the student through an entire accounting cycle for a sole proprietorship. QuickBooks Accounting
software will be used to accentuate accounting fundamentals.
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•

ACCOUNTING II - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITE: ACCOUNTING I
This class is a continuation of the content learned in Accounting I. The emphasis is on the understanding of
basic accounting concepts for a partnership (a business owned and operated by two or more people).
The class will take the student through and entire accounting cycle for a partnership. QuickBooks Accounting
software will be used to accentuate accounting fundamentals.

•

COMPUTER BUSINESS APPLICATIONS 1 - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course is an introduction to and a fundamental mastery of the four basic business software applications:
Word Processing, Spreadsheets, Presentations, and Databases. Microsoft Office 2010 will be used throughout
the course with Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft PowerPoint, and Microsoft Access. There will be
some work with alternative open source software like OpenOffice, LibreOffice, and certain online presentation
sites like prezi.com as well. The final unit will have to do with simple video editing using Windows MovieMaker /
iMovie software.

•

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ESSENTIALS - .5 credit
GRADES 9 – 12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This introductory computer course provides students with a survey of several areas within the information
technology field. The course is made up of units that examine each of the following topics: careers in
information technology, ethics and technology, computer hardware, computer operating systems, software
applications, programming, and networking.

•

ENTREPRENEURSHIP - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12
ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Students will learn about what it takes to own and operate a business. In the first half of the class, the students
will learn about business concepts and create a business plan for a “start-up business.” This plan will then be
presented to potential community investors and school administrators. In the second half, the students will ideagenerate a business that the class will own and operate. Students will create a business name and logo, write a
mission statement, develop a product or service, create a management team, develop a marketing/advertising
campaign, staff the business, find financing, and hopefully successfully navigate the ups and downs of running
a business. All profits from the student-run business will be donated to a charity of the class’s choosing.

•

FUNDAMENTALS OF WEB PROGRAMMING – .5 / dual credit with KCC
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Fundamentals of Web Programming presents hypertext markup language (HTML) and cascading style sheets
(CSS) for encoding and creating Web pages. The class introduces Server Side Includes and simple JavaScript
for enhancing those Web pages. Web programming emphasizes a structured approach to page layout, coding
and styling, exposing students to a variety of software tools. Web programming aims to teach students the realworld fundamentals of web page design and development.

•

theSTABLE (may take this class twice, both times for credit) - .5 Credit
GRADES: 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITE: ENTREPRENEURSHIP or PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR
Students will be involved in the continued development and operations of theSTABLE, a student-run business
specializing in selling branded Mustang apparel and merchandise in conjunction with the Booster Club.
Students should expect to spend their time focused on market planning, marketing research, product/service
management, promotion, pricing, merchandising, selling, distribution, and financial analysis. Skills needed to be
successful include: creative and logical thinking, willingness to work as a team, effective communication, ethical
behavior and professional demeanor when working with customers and investors.
**This class has a work component built-in and may require students to work outside of normal instructional
time.
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ADDITIONAL ELECTIVE COURSES
•

PUBLICATION/ DESIGN (YEARBOOK) – 1.0 credit
GRADES 9-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
ALL YEARBOOK EDITORS MUST ENROLL IN THIS COURSE
This class is for dedicated, responsible students who pay attention to details. Its focus is on real-life skills of
computer design, news writing, advertising, budgeting, and meeting deadlines. Students will learn to use
current technology, taking pictures with a digital camera and using InDesign computer layout software to design
yearbook pages. Yearbook staff (i.e. editor-in-chief, sports editor, photographer, student life reporter) must
enroll in this class. Students who enroll in this course must dedicate themselves to the full year of study and
must be able to be trusted with valuable equipment and important files.

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS DEPARTMENT
ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Advertising Agent
Auctioneer
Book Store Manager
Claims Agent
Clerk
Communications Director
Consultant
Editor
Electronic Mass Marketing
Employment Manager
ESL (Eng. as a 2nd Language Instructor)
FAX Operator
Film, TV, Stage Performer
Government Service
Insurance Agent

Journalist
Lawyer and Paralegal
Lecturer
Librarian
Lyric and Song Writer
Newspaper Reporter
Personnel Manager
Poet
Poet Versifier
Promotion Manager
Proofreader
Public Relations Agent
Publicist
Radio & TV Announcer
Receptionist

Reporter
Retail Manager
Salesperson
Scriptwriter
Secretary
Social Worker
Sportscaster
Stenographer
Teacher
Telecommunications
Translator
Travel Agent/Guide
Typist
Word Processor Operator
Writer

English Required Courses
•

ENGLISH 1 – 1.0 credit
GRADE 9 YEAR LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course prepares ninth graders for high school reading, writing, and speaking. Reading includes all major
literary genres; writing is both expository and creative and includes work on usage, grammar, spelling, and
vocabulary; speaking involves dramatic interpretation, pantomime, and expository address. Beginning poetry
and classical literature through film are part of the curriculum. A beginning research paper is required. Romeo
and Juliet, Of Mice and Men, and Lord of the Flies are among the works read.
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•

ENGLISH 2 – .5 credit
(1st or 2nd SEMESTER)
GRADE 10 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITE: ENGLISH 1
English 2 is the final semester of the required core English requirement and includes the study of literature,
writing, speaking, and usage. Students will study short stories, novels, plays, poems, and essays. Expository
writing and creative writings are integrated with reading, and a research project is required. Catcher in the
Rye, To Kill a Mockingbird, and Shakespearean drama are major units.
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English Elective Courses
The English courses listed below are open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors unless otherwise noted. Students
must take at least five (5) semesters of English electives as a requirement for graduation from MVHS. In addition, the
English Department requires that students enroll in at least one elective in each of the major areas: literature,
speech/communication, and writing. College bound students should also be aware of the requirements for entrance
into the college they are considering when planning their high school schedules. Students must confer with a
department member before selecting their English courses for future semesters.
Students whose writing is below standard level as determined by their English 1 and English 2 writing are strongly
encouraged to enroll in one semester of Fiction Writing. The writing process is an integral part of the writing done in
all classes. Students should expect to meet the writing requirement in all English elective courses by sharing their
writing with other students at various stages of the writing process.
Outside reading is required in most literature courses because reading is the basis of all language skills. Verbal class
participation is also very important in all English classes. Therefore, regular attendance in class plays a key role in a
student’s success in the learning process. Orally questioning, arguing, or reiterating literary themes usually results in
a higher level of achievement. Reading, writing, listening, viewing, and speaking are important components of our
English curriculum.
•

FICTION WRITING - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This class emphasizes the composition of short fiction with instruction to guide the student through the
composition process. Activities provide a laboratory experience in which students write daily. Although
composition is an independent activity, peer editing, class discussion, and teacher conferences provide
feedback to the writer. Short fiction published in current literary magazines as well as contemporary classics
and recent student work will be studied as models. For students who enjoy writing, this class provides an
outlet for expression; at the same time it attempts to expose them to the complexities of contemporary fiction
writing.

•

ADVANCED COMPOSITION - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
The purpose of this class is to improve the reading and writing skills of students as they learn the technical
elements of a variety of literary genres. Specifically, students will be studying these four styles of writing:
technical writing (business letters, resumes, interviews and explanatory writing); news writing (news stories,
reviews, interviews, critiques and editorials); creative writing (poetry, short stories, personal narratives); and
essay writing (persuasive research paper and literary analysis).

•

21st CENTURY JOURNALISTIC WRITING - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
21st Century Journalistic Writing will engage students in discussion of opinion vs. fact, interviewing skills,
choosing an angle, ethics, law, and the history of journalism. Students will work with media skills of posting
stories online, designing spreads with In-Design, editing digital photos, and videos/slideshows. The course
will cover different news writing styles such as inverted pyramid, feature writing, investigative reporting, and
opinion writing. Students will be encouraged to publish their work online or in print.

•

HONORS COMPOSITION - .5 credits
GRADE 12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
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A college prep composition course that familiarizes students with college writing requirements and
encourages them to develop writing techniques that work best for them. Emphasis is on developing a
repertoire of writing structures and on improving individual writing skills. The goal is to give students fluency
and familiarity with the types of writing they may encounter in college work. High standards of correctness and
time management are expected and necessary. Students will share their writing with each other, primarily in
the editing process.
•

SPEECH and DEBATE - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Speech and Debate is a course for students who want to learn to think clearly and express themselves
effectively before an audience. Students are provided opportunities to increase their fluency as a speaker
and develop self-confidence. The course covers multiple aspects of public speaking and communication
literacy, giving students background knowledge through readings/lectures and practical experience through
participation. Speech and Debate introduces students to a study of poise, use of body and voice, public
speaking, argumentation/debate, and oral interpretation of literature through units including personal
experience, exposition, persuasion, special occasion speeches, Lincoln-Douglas debate, Public Forum
debate, and student congress.

•

INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course will serve as an introduction to the principles of effective communication. Students will learn to
communicate more effectively and improve relationships through the study of the communication cycle,
modes of communication (including written, verbal, nonverbal, and mass media), personal perception, gender
differences, and conflict resolution. Students will analyze the different styles and uses of communication in
business, social, formal, and informal situations. Students will also explore the benefits and liabilities
(including ethical and legal issues) of social media. Students will reflect on personal communication strengths
and style through a cumulative portfolio project. IPC meets the English department communication
requirement.

•

DRAMATIC INTERPRETATION AND EXPRESSION - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course is a study of drama/plays from the Greek to contemporary theater. It is also a collaborative class
where students create, perform in, and direct their own improvisational show for their peers in the high school.
Students will learn about the role and contribution of each of the major participants in theater--the actor, the
playwright, director, designer, and audience. The student will explore ways of bringing drama from the page
to the stage, emphasizing equally the literary and theatrical qualities of play texts and individual expression.
Students will be encouraged to read and experience plays from both an academic and theatrical point of view.
Attendance at an outside professional theatrical performance during the semester is required. Curriculum will
include: research topics in theater history; dramatic activities; creative writing activities such as scene writing,
parody and satire; and the performance of a final monologue. (Previous experience in theatre activities is not
required).

•

AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
In this course, students will read, analyze, and discuss literary works in various forms and media written by
African Americans. We will study texts from a variety of time periods and locations in order to better
understand the collective voices of African American writers, film makers, and artists. We will also use the
works to examine what it means to be a person of color, and how the term African American struggles to
encompass all people of color. Finally, we compare these works with the current climate of social justice.
Students will be asked to speak, listen, read, and write in order to share their ideas.

•

BRITISH LITERATURE - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
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NO PREREQUISITES
This college prep literature course will give students a solid background in the British canon, focusing
primarily on works from the 17th-19th centuries. Students will read, at minimum, Beowulf, Shakespeare’s
Macbeth and/or Hamlet, works of premier British poets, Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, and a major British
novel. Individual projects allow students opportunities to select authors or subjects of personal interest. Class
discussion, exams, and essay writing are central to the course. This course is highly recommended for
students headed for four-year college programs.
•

CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course gives students the opportunity to read 20th century novels, plays, short stories, and poetry. The
largest part of the literature is American. Class discussions and writing are paramount to success in the
course. Writing is frequent and is done both in class and as take-home assignments. Individual reading in
addition to shared class reading is expected and necessary. Strongly recommended, but not required, as a
prerequisite to Honors American Literature.

•

POPULAR LITERATURE - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITE: TEACHER APPROVAL
This general English class allows students a chance to participate in and succeed in a literature course based
on writings of high interest to high school-aged students. The reading will be individually chosen based
primarily upon the student’s own preferences, except for two books that will be read as a class. Writing will
consist of both daily and weekly journaling as well as book reports.

•

MYSTERY, SUSPENSE, AND DETECTIVE STORIES - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course is a study in the conventions of a mystery and its development as a genre of literature. Students
will study short stories by early detective story authors such as Edgar Allen Poe and Arthur Conan Doyle.
Students will continue with short stories and films from “The Golden Age” of detective stories and the
“hardboiled” school of writing. The true crime book Catch Me If You Can by Frank Abagnale and mystery
novel Hold Tight by Harlan Coben are two of the popular books read.

•

FILM AS LITERATURE - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
One definition of literature is “the stories in which we see ourselves reflected and find meaning in that
reflection.” Film has become this literature for most Americans. This class will view, discuss, and write about
films. Sometimes students will read the books which inspired the film and give speeches about them. Thus,
the course will use a popular art form to practice writing, reading, and speaking while increasing awareness of
film techniques and of the history and cultures the films recreate. Some adult themes are studied. Typical
units include: History of Film-The Silent and the Oldies; Film Language and Style; Film Noir; Major Directors
past and present; Morals of Society as portrayed through film; Science Fiction; Heroes; Academy Awards.

•

HONORS AMERICAN LITERATURE - .5 credit
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
A college prep English course that attempts to give students a sense of richness and variety in American
Literature, an awareness of its historical development and identifying characteristics with a focus on 19th
century American literature, authors, and prominent themes of that literary period. The hope is that students
will discover how much pleasure is waiting for them in further reading of the literature of their own country.
Concentration is given to major writers and prevalent ideas. Activities are built around the reading. Exams are
designed to help make the step to college an easier one with few surprises for the student in required college
literature courses. Some authors and novels studied include: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn; The
Scarlet Letter; Walden, and Tennessee Williams’ plays. This course is highly recommended for students
seeking a four-year college program. Writing is intensive in this course.
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•

HONORS WORLD LITERATURE - .5 credit
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course will cover classic literature from a wide array of cultures, but focus primarily on the Western
cultures. Much of the reading and subsequent literary analyses will be centered thematically around common
human problems and experiences as portrayed in poetry, particularly drama, and some fiction. Students will
also work with creation stories and mythology. The longer works will include some or all of the following:
Gilgamesh, Camus’ The Stranger, Khafka’s Metamorphosis, and Tolstoy’s The Death of Ivan Ilyich. Essay
writing will be practiced regularly, and exams will be given at midterm and semester. Students will be
involved in a major research project of one well-known author of their choice during this course.

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE
DEPARTMENT – (FCS)
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Advertising Analyst
Appliance Sales
Babysitter
Caterer
Chef
Child Care Worker
Cosmetologist
Day Care Operator
Department Store Manager
Dietary Consultant
Dietician
Extension Service Specialist
Fashion Designer
Fashion Illustrator

Flight Attendant
Food Sales
Genetic Counselor
Home Economist
Home Service Director
Homemaker
Institution Superintendent
Interior Decorator
Interior Designer
Milliner
Nanny
Nutritionist
Occupational Therapist
Parent

Physical Therapist
Practical Nurse
Preschool Teacher
Psychiatric Social Worker
Registered Nurse
Reporter
Restaurant Employee
Restaurant Owner Manager
Seamstress
Social Service Worker
Social Worker
Vocational Teacher

HEALTH CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Aerobic Instructor
Athletic Coach
Athletic Trainer/Sports Medicine
Bacteriologist
Business Administration
Chiropractor
CPR Instructor
Dental Assistant
Dental Hygienist
Dental Technician
Dentist
EMT

Laboratory Technician
Lifeguard
Nutrition Researcher
Orthopedic Surgeon
Osteopath
Practice Nurse
Professional Athlete
Public Administration
Public Health Educator
Public Health Engineer
Public Heath Statistician
Health Club Manager
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Recreation Leader
Sanitary Engineer
School Nurse
Social Worker
Speech Health Pathologist
Sports Writer or Editor
Swimming Instructor
Teacher
Umpire
Veterinarian
Virologist
X-Ray Technician

Available Classes
•

CHILD DEVELOPMENT - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course is a study of human development as it affects the family and individual child. Pregnancy and birth
will be covered along with wearing the empathy belly during class while experiencing everyday activities.
Teen pregnancy will be covered along with prevention. We will cover care of an infant through age 12
focusing on emotional, social, physical and mental development. Crisis topics including death, divorce,
illness, child abuse, birth defects, and disabilities will be dealt with from a child’s and parent’s point of view.
Also “Baby Think It Over” will be taken home for one night minimum unless other arrangements are made for
an alternative assignment.

•

INTERIOR DESIGN - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course provides an opportunity to acquire and apply skills in decorating and designing a home.
Emphasis is placed on elements and principles of design along with color schemes. Other topics include
background decorations—floors, wall and window treatments; furniture selection and styling; furniture
arrangements; and creative use of accessories. Learning experiences will include various classroom projects,
a repurpose project, viewing housing and looking at landscapes. Scaled floor plans for individual rooms and a
house will be drawn and evaluated, considering clearance space and traffic flow. Ecofriendly, new design
trends, historical houses and business design will also be talked about.

•

FOODS AND NUTRITION I - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course is designed for those students with little or no previous experience in food preparation. A basic
study of nutrition is included in this course. It also provides an opportunity to learn and apply basic skills and
principals involved in planning, preparing, and serving simple nutritious meals. A variety of foods are prepared
including quick breads, yeast breads, soups, vegetables, casseroles, beef, pork, poultry, pies, cakes, modified
recipes, cookies, fruits, and candies. The final project is a group meal where each cooking group makes a
meal and sits down to eat it with proper table setting and manners.

•

MENU PLANNING AND NUTRITION - .5 credit dual credit with KCC
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITE: FOODS AND NUTRITION I
This course is designed to further the knowledge and skills acquired in Foods and Nutrition I. The first quarter
is focused on nutrition. The second quarter is focused on creating and planning a menu. Class experiences
include: menu analysis, menu planning, creating different types of menus, food budgeting, understanding
nutritional needs, nutrient content, digestion, allergies, diabetes, vegetarian diets, analyzing fad diets, what is
a healthy diet and nutritious cooking.

•

SEWING 1 - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This is an individualized class for the student who is interested in any aspect of sewing. First, students learn
basic sewing skills and continue to learn sewing techniques as they sew various projects. Students will take a
field trip to a fabric store where they will pick out their first project supplies and purchase them themselves.
The first project is a sewing project from a pattern or instructions. Students will also remake an existing
clothing piece into a new sewing idea. We will sew a community service project for a local organization and
sew for a holiday or season. There will be teacher posted projects and student picked projects in the class. A
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student who knows how to knit, crochet, or cross stitch may do this as a project for the class. Students can
buy their own supplies or use donated items available within the classroom.
•

SEWING 2 - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITES: SEWING 1
This course is designed to further your experience in sewing. Each student will work on individual projects
following a class project calendar. Various projects include a teacher given starter project to brush up on
sewing skills, instruction or pattern project, clothing project, project of choice, mini sewing projects,
holiday/seasonal project, re-structure project, community service project and a final project.

•

ADULT LIVING - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This class prepares students for everyday life and helps them prepare for living on their own. Course content
includes: self-esteem, stereotypes, relationships, teen pregnancy, STD’s, dating, marriage, family meals,
meals on a budget, babies, kids, fun kid snacks, party planning, budgeting, laundry, mending, nutrition and
many other topics related to everyday living. Students are encouraged to suggest their own topics of interest.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT
INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Aircraft Mechanic
Architectural Drafting
Auto Mechanic
Auto-body and Fender Repair
C.A.D. Drafter
Cabinet Maker
Cable Television Installer
Cable Television Line Tech
Carpenter
Computer Repair Technician
Diesel Mechanic
Electrical Drafting
Electrician
Electrician Helper
Electronics Engineer
Engineer Aide
Equipment Rental Manager
Farm Equipment Mechanic
Farmer

Forest Manager
Forester
Foundry Worker
Furniture Maker
Gunsmith
Hardware Store Worker
House Design/Building Contractor
Industrial Manufacturing Engineer
Industrial Technology Teacher
Interior Designer
Jewelry Maker
Job Training Counselor
Log Grader
Log Sawer
Logger
Lumber Broker
Lumber Grader
Lumber Yard Worker
Machinist
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Mechanic Maintenance
Mechanical Drafting
Mechan Drawing Instructor
Mechanical Engineer
Model Builder
Paint Store Manager
Plant Operator
Plumber
Power Plant Mechanic
Service Station Attendance
Sheet Metal Worker
Stained Glass Maker
Tool Designer
Toy Maker
Welder
Wood Pattern maker
Wood Turner

Available Classes
•

PLTW: INTRO TO ENGINEERING DESIGN – 1.0 credit / dual credit with KCC
GRADES 9-12
YEAR-LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: ALGEBRA 1 OR CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN ALGEBRA 1
This course introduces students to a variety of careers in engineering and technology. Students will study
technology systems and manufacturing processes. Students will experience how engineers and technicians
use math, science, and technology within an engineering problem-solving process. Students will use state-ofart design software to apply learned skills to real world engineering and manufacturing problems. Note:
Students should bring a 1.5" three ring binder for class.

•

PLTW: PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING – 1.0 credit / dual credit with KCC (2018-2019)
GRADES 9-12
YEAR-LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: ALGEBRA 1
Students explore the wide variety of careers in engineering and technology. They explore various technology
systems and processes. Using activities, projects, and problems, students learn first-hand how engineers and
technicians use math, science, and technology in an engineering problem-solving process to benefit people.
The course also addresses concerns about social and political consequences of technological change.

•

PLTW: CIVIL ENGINEERING AND ARCHITECTURE – 1.0 credit / dual with KCC (2017-2018)
GRADES 9-12 YEAR-LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
In this class students will study the design and construction of residential and commercial building projects.
The course includes an introduction to many of the varied factors involved in building design and construction
including building components and systems, structural design, storm water management, site design, utilities
and services, cost estimation, energy efficiency, and careers in the design and construction industry.
Civil Engineering and Architecture is a high school level course that is appropriate for 10th or 11th grade
students interested in careers related to civil engineering and architecture. Other than their concurrent
enrollment in college preparatory mathematics and science courses, this course assumes no previous
knowledge.

•

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS – 0.5 credit / dual credit with KCC (2018-2019)
GRADES 9-12
ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES – Fundamentals of Drafting recommended
This course introduces the skills and methods for understanding and interpreting construction drawings and
technical specifications for residential and commercial buildings. Students will use construction blueprints,
both in hand and online, to display a working knowledge of this form of graphic communication.

•

COMPUTER AIDED DRAFTING - .5 credit (2018-2019)
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Students in this class will develop knowledge and skills to communicate graphically with engineers, architects,
CNC operators, machinists, builders, and other production workers. Emphasis will be placed on drafting
vocabulary and processes. Coursework will include class discussion and lessons from written sources, but
will focus on production of workable CAD drawings for a variety of production applications. Instruction and
projects will progress from simple drawings to complex 3D modeling and architectural drawings using
Autodesk CAD, Autodesk Inventor, and Autodesk Revit. By the end of this class students should be able to
produce drawings detailed and accurate enough to guide actual production.
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•

•

INTRODUCTION TO INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This survey course allows students to sample architecture and construction, manufacturing, STEM, and
power and energy career cluster areas. Classroom discussion, workshop demonstrations, and hands-on
activities will be completed that cover all course areas offered.
EXPLORING INDUSTRIAL TECH – 0.5 credit
GRADES 9-12 GIRLS ONLY ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This class will introduce female students to a wide range of ideas and skills that exist as part of the skilled
trades. This introduction will focus on practical knowledge and skills that we believe all students, young men
and young women alike, should have as well-informed citizens preparing to live on their own. This course
will focus on hands-on lab work and experiences and the planning needed to carry them out. We believe the
young women who take this course will have a new-found confidence in their ability to understand and
accomplish tasks they once knew little about. Examples of potential topics follows, but this class is not limited
to those listed:
*Changing the oil in your car.
*Changing your car tire.
*Changing a bad light switch.
*How to change a light fixture
*How to change a sink fixture.
*How to set a toilet.
*How to build small projects from wood.
*How to repair metal by welding.
*How to design a new kitchen or bathroom. *How to hire a contractor.

•

POWER TECHNOLOGY - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course is an introduction in small engine repair. Areas covered will include:
occupations, safety, tools, engine identification and inspection, basic engine principles and design, basic
electricity, ignition systems, lubrication systems, cooling systems, fuel systems, governor systems,
troubleshooting, principles of operation of the four cycle engine, and principles of operation of the two-cycle
engine.

•

AUTO MECHANICS - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
The auto mechanics course is a study of the different systems of the automobile. Areas covered will be
safety, tools, lubrication system, cooling system, fuel system, electrical system, ignition, computerized fuel
and ignition systems, transmission, brake system, and careers in auto mechanics. Activities will consist of
individual assignments using the equipment in the auto mechanics area.

•

ELECTRICITY AND PLUMBING - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course studies the fundamentals of electrical circuits and plumbing systems. Areas covered will include
the principles of electricity, using meters, basic electronic circuits, A.C. circuit design, and plumbing.

•

MATERIALS PROCESSING - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course is designed to teach skills necessary for basic woodworking and carpentry applications. Specific
and safe use of a wide variety of power equipment is stressed through demonstration and testing. Students
will also learn basic skills in proper material use, joinery, process planning, estimating, and finishing.
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Coursework includes academic and classroom work, but is focused on producing good projects in the lab.
Students will benefit from being self-motivated, paying attention to detail, and having a desire to produce
quality products. It is possible that students will be planning personal project(s) that they will take home with
them. There is a fee equal to the cost of such projects, unless exception has been obtained from instructor or
administration.
•

ADVANCED MATERIALS PROCESSING - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
(repeatable one time with instructor permission)
PREREQUISITES: MATERIALS PROCESSING or WOOD FAB
An extension of Materials Processing, this course focuses on woodworking and carpentry skills at the next
level. Specific and safe use of already introduced power equipment is reviewed and more specialized
equipment is introduced. Coursework can include classroom work including discussions and testing, but is
centered on planning and executing the building of a quality project(s). The expectation is that the projects of
students in this class will involve the same areas of emphasis with higher level skills and more detailed
planning than in the introductory class. All students will benefit from being self-motivated, paying attention to
detail, and having a desire to produce quality products. It is expected that students will be planning personal
project(s) that they will take home with them. There is a fee equal to the cost of such projects, unless
exception has been obtained from instructor or administration.

•

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGIES – 0.5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE (repeatable one time with instructor permission)
PREREQUISITES: MATERIALS PROCESSING AND ADVANCED MATERIALS PROCESSING
Students will work to develop core residential construction skills. Safe operation of relevant hand and
stationary power equipment is covered. Current residential construction materials, methods, and terminology
are covered in classroom work and discussion, hands-on lab activities, and the building of small structures.
This class focuses on general knowledge in a broad range of building systems and the coordination
requirements between those systems. All students are expected to be self-motivated, pay attention to detail,
and have a desire to produce quality products.

•

FLEXIBLE MANUFACTURING - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12
ONE SEMESTER COURSE
(repeatable one time with instructor permission)
NO PREREQUISITES
Flexible Manufacturing provides the knowledge, skills, and technologies required for employment in metal
technology systems. Students need to develop knowledge of the concepts and skills related to this system in
order to apply them to personal and career development. Career and technical education supports integration
of academic and technical knowledge and skills. Students must have opportunities to reinforce, apply, and
transfer knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and problems. Knowledge about career opportunities,
requirements, and expectations and the development of workplace skills prepare students for success.

•

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION LAB – 0.5 credit / dual credit with KCC
**Must be taken at Kirkwood Regional Center in Hiawatha
GRADES 11-12
ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITES: MATERIALS PROCESSING, ADV. MATERIALS PROCESSING, AND CONSTRUCTION
TECHNOLOGIES
Students will apply prior knowledge of residential construction practices to hands-on modules and real-world
projects. Projects will allow students to display skills that can be used for post-secondary employment or
further education opportunities. Student will be expected to provide basic tools and safety glasses.

•

COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION LAB – 0.5 credit / dual credit with KCC
**Must be taken at Kirkwood Regional Center in Hiawatha
GRADES 11-12
ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITES: MATERIALS PROCESSING, ADV. MATERIALS PROCESSING, AND CONSTRUCTION
TECHNOLOGIES
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Students will apply prior knowledge of commercial construction practices to hand-on modules and real-world
projects. Projects will allow students to display skills that can be used for post-secondary employment or
further education opportunities. Students will be expected to provide basic tools and safety glasses.

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT
MATHEMATICS CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Accountant
Actuary
Actuary Clerk Worker
Airplane Pilot
Architect
Bank Cashier
Banker
Bookkeeper
Broadcasting Tech
Carpenter
Chemist

Commercial Drafting
Commercial Teacher
Dental Technician
Dentist
Development Tech Engineer
Economist
Electrician
Electronic Technician
Engineer
Forester
Head Physician

Insurance Salesperson
Machinist
Mathematic Statistician
Mathematics Teacher
Navigation
Optometrist
Plumber
Secretary
Statistician
Surveyor
Technician Analyst &
Engineering

Available Classes
9th

Entering
grade students MUST have a recommendation from the middle school
Mathematics instructor to take Algebra Prep, Algebra, or Geometry.

•

ALGEBRA PREPARATION – 1.0 credit
GRADES 9-11 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITE: TEACHER RECOMMENDATION
This course provides students with an introduction to the concepts of algebra and geometry, and at the same
time solidifies their grasp of arithmetic concepts and procedures. It is a mathematical connection for those
students who intend to move on to algebra and geometry or who are exploring that possibility.

•

ALGEBRA 1 – 1.0 credit
GRADES 9-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: ALGEBRA PREP and Teacher Recommendation
This course is organized around families of functions, with special emphasis on linear and quadratic functions.
This course involves the rigorous study of mathematical algorithms and properties. It is intended for the
capable mathematics student.

•

GEOMETRY – 1.0 credit
GRADES 9-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITE: ALGEBRA 1 and Teacher Recommendation
Students will develop reasoning and problem solving skills as they study topics such as congruence and
similarity, and apply properties of lines, triangles, quadrilaterals, and circles. Transformational and coordinate
approaches to geometry are introduced. This course is recommended for college-bound students or those
going into such trades as carpentry, surveying, construction, etc.
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•

CONSUMER MATH – 1.0 credit
GRADES 11-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: TWO FULL YEARS OF MATH COMPLETION
The Consumer Math course is designed to provide practice with the type of math that is used in everyday life.
Students solve problems involving income, banking, the use of insurance, buying and operating a car, renting
or buying a home, income tax, etc.

•

ALGEBRA 2 – 1.0 credit
GRADES 11-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: ALGEBRA 1 and GEOMETRY
This course is a continuation of the study of algebraic concepts introduced in Algebra 1. The topics covered
are similar to those covered in Honors Algebra 2 but at a slower pace. This course is designed to assist
students in fulfilling a four-year mathematics requirement for a four-year college.

•

HONORS ALGEBRA 2 – 1.0 credit
GRADES 10-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: ALGEBRA 1 and GEOMETRY (with Teacher Recommendation)
This course is designed to follow Geometry in our mathematics curricular sequence. It is faster paced and
more rigorous than Algebra 2. The first part of the course deals mainly with manipulating algebraic
expressions and solving various types of equations, while the latter part of the course covers special topics,
such as sequences and series. This course is a requirement for students continuing on to our Honors PreCalculus and Trigonometry course.

•

COLLEGE PREP MATHEMATICS – .5 credit
GRADEs 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITES: ALGEBRA 2 or HONORS ALGEBRA 2
This course is designed for the college-bound senior who wants to continue in their study of challenging
topics in mathematics. Topics covered will include trigonometry as well as a survey of topics in algebra and
geometry.

•

COLLEGE STATISTICS - .5 CREDIT / dual credit with KCC
GRADES 11-12
ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITES: ALEKS score of 30-45% OR a minimum ACT MATH score of 19
This course focuses on the following Statistics topics: descriptive statistics, correlation and linear regression,
inferential statistics and probability distributions as applied to confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, and
applications to business and other fields. This course is designed for the college bound student and is
designed to offer challenge.

•

HONORS PRE-CALCULUS and TRIGONOMETRY – 1.0 credit
GRADES 11-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: ALGEBRA 1, GEOMETRY, and HONORS ALGEBRA 2 (a minimum grade of B in
Honors Algebra 2 is highly recommended)
This course is designed for students interested in the sciences, engineering, mathematics, business, or other
college related careers with a strong mathematical emphasis. Areas of study include polynomial functions,
logarithmic and exponential functions, graphing, trigonometric identities and equations, vectors, complex
numbers, sequences and series, and problem solving. Emphasis will be on real-world application of
mathematical concepts. Second semester is dedicated primarily to studying trigonometry.
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•

HONORS CALCULUS – 1.0 credit
GRADE 11-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: HONORS PRE-CALCULUS and TRIGONOMETRY
The curriculum in this course will follow an AP Calculus syllabus, and is designed to cover the same material
as a college semester-long Calculus I course. At the end of this course, all students will be encouraged to
take the AP Calculus AB examination with the potential to earn college credit at many universities.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
MUSIC CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Actor
Actress
Arranger of Music
Choir Director
Choreographer
Chorus Dancer/Singer
Clergy
Comedian
Composer
Concert Singer
Conductor

Dancer
Dramatic Reader
Impersonator
Manager Sales
Musician
Music Critic
Music Librarian
Music Supervisor
Musical Director
Musical Entertainer
Occupat Therapist

Orchestra Leader
Orchestrator
Organist and Pianist
Piano Tuner/Technician
Popular Singer
Radio or TV Director
Recreational Therapist
Religious Ed Director
Sales Clerk
Teacher

Available Classes
•

BAND - 0.5 credit/semester
GRADES 9-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Emphasis will be on giving students’ knowledge through experience in a variety of styles of instrumental music.
This class includes Marching Band in the fall and Concert Band for the rest of the school year. Marching Band
presents seven (7) or more public performances including home football games, a parade, and two or three
competitions. Concert Band presents four (4) or more public performances including concerts and contests.
Opportunities are available to participate in other instrumental activities such as Jazz Band or Pep Band as well
as contest solos and small ensembles. Students receive group instruction during Band and have an individual or
small group lesson.

•

EARLY BIRD MARCHING BAND - 0.125 credit (2-3 days/week)
(1st QUARTER)
GRADES 9-12
NO PREREQUISITES
Students signed up for BAND will automatically be registered for the early bird portion of band. Early Bird
Marching Band is a required part of the band class (see above). Students will be given credit for both Early Bird
Marching Band and for the standard Band class.
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•

CONCERT CHOIR 0.5 credit/semester
GRADES 11-12 WOMEN AND 9-12 MEN
YEAR-LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
All women grades 11 – 12 and all men grades 9 - 12 will participate in concert choir. Students will develop an
advanced understanding of proper breathing technique, vowel formation, posture, and music theory. Students will
be exposed to a variety of quality choral literature while exploring various styles with an emphasis on a cappella
singing. Foreign languages are common. Basic elements of music theory will also be explored. Students are
encouraged to grow individually while understanding the importance of individual commitment to excellence in
building a quality ensemble. Students are required to take three private lessons per quarter. These must be done
individually. Students are also required to attend and perform in concerts both in and out of school. Students are
encouraged to participate in small group contest but will not be required to do so. Additional vocal experiences
available include: Madrigal Singers, Select Chamber Choir, Mixed Jazz Choir, Girls’ Jazz Choir and possible
selection for many honor choirs.

•

WOMEN’S CHOIR 0.5 credit/semester
GRADE 9-10 WOMEN unless otherwise auditioned into concert choir
YEAR-LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
All 9 – 10 women will sing in women’s choir unless otherwise auditioned into concert choir. Here, they will
develop a basic understanding of proper breathing technique, vowel formation, posture, and music theory.
Students will be exposed to a variety of quality choral literature. Basic elements of music theory will also be
explored. Students are encouraged to grow individually while understanding the importance of individual
commitment to excellence in building a quality ensemble. Students are required to take three lessons per quarter.
These may be done individually or in groups of two. Students are also required to attend and perform in one
concert per quarter and State Large Group Contest. Students are encouraged to participate in small group
contest but will not be required to do so. Students will also have the opportunity to audition for jazz choir and AllState. Additional vocal experiences will also be available.

•

ORCHESTRA 0.5 credit/semester (students taking band AND orchestra will receive 1.0 credit per semester)
GRADES 9-12 YEAR-LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: Prior participation in orchestra or audition for instructor
This course is open to all string players interested in playing orchestral literature and chamber music. Orchestra
presents five or more public performances during the year, including concerts and contests. Members from this
group can also choose to participate in honor orchestras, solo/ensemble contest, and musical pit orchestra.
Students receive group instruction during Orchestra class and have an individual or small group lesson.

•

MUSIC HISTORY & THEORY 0.5 credit
GRADES 11-12 (open to students who have been enrolled in HS Band, Choir, or Orchestra. 10th grade
students may enroll with instructor approval)
Students will gain an understanding of music theory concepts, including but not limited to: chord structure, interval
identification, voicing, and notation. Emphasis will be placed upon moving beyond the basics into a deeper
understanding of musical form and structure. Students will gain an understanding of music in an historical
context. Emphasis will be placed on the time periods that shaped western music and the influences they still
have on music today. This class is for students interested in participating in music after high school and serves
as an opportunity to gain additional understanding beyond what is provided in the performance ensembles. This
class is team taught by Mr. Weber and Mr. Wilkins.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH DEPARTMENT
PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Bacteriologist
Business Administration
Chiropractor
Dental Hygienist
Dental Assistant
Dentist
Dental Technician
Fitness Training Spec.
Exercise Science
Laboratory Technician
Lifeguard
Model

Orthopedic Surgeon
Osteopath
Physical Therapist
Practical Nurse
Professional Athlete
Public Administrator
Public Health- Engineer
Public Health-Educator
Public Health-Statistician
Recreation Leader

Sanitary Engineer
Social Worker
Speech Health-Pathologist
Sports Writer or Editor
Swimming Instructor
Teacher
Umpire
Virologist
X-Ray Technician

Available Classes
Physical Education is a state and school district requirement for all students each school year. This PE
requirement may be waived by the high school principal for the following reasons:
1.
2.

Physical disability waiver – physician’s written approval is required.
Religious waiver – parental written request is required.
Students who qualify for the waivers listed above must still complete the minimum
credits (25.5) for a MVHS diploma. Courses that are waived DO NOT earn credit.

•

MUSTANG STRENGTH & SPEED PHYSICAL EDUCATION - .5 credit
GRADES 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE (repeatable course, can take both semesters)
**Mustang Strength & Speed PE will also be offered as an Early Bird option, every other day all year
NO PREREQUISITES
This course is designed for athletic strength and fitness training as it is the hope that all athletes (and any student
interested in strength training) will take this course to get their strength training during the school day, thus saving
practice time for coaches. The emphasis of this course is on injury prevention, increased durability, strength,
power, speed, agility, body composition, mobility, and flexibility. Weight room safety, warm-up procedures, cooldown procedures, lifting technique, major muscle identification, and individual goal setting are all important
components of this course.
**For EB Mustang Strength & Speed PE, enrollment priority will be given to seniors and juniors and those
underclassmen with year-long elective courses.

•

LIFETIME FITNESS - .5 credit
GRADEs 9-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
**Lifetime Fitness will also be offered as an Early Bird option, every other day all year
NO PREREQUISITES
Students will be taught and instructed in lifetime activities that they will be able to do in their lifetime as an adult.
Students will learn fundamentals of each game and be able to practice their skills during class. Games that will
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potentially be taught include Badminton, Basketball, Bowling, Fitness, Golf, Kickball, Pickleball, Softball, Tennis,
Volleyball, Whiffle-ball, etc. Fitness testing and training will be every other day during the units of the course.
**For EB Lifetime Fitness PE, enrollment priority will be given to seniors and juniors and those underclassmen with
year-long elective courses.

•

HEALTH PURSUITS - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITE: FRESHMAN HEALTH
This course is intended for students that have an interest in learning about many aspects of health and wellness.
Some components of the course include: health and wellness, careers, nutrition, exercise physiology, and mental
health. Some activities that will supplement coursework include: team building, hiking, Frisbee golf, and more.

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
SCIENCE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Annealer Welder
Anthropologist
Artist
Assayer
Bacteriologist
Biochemist
Biologist
Botanist
Ceramic Engineer
Curator
Chemical Engineer
Chem. Processing Plastics
Dentist
Dental Hygienist
Detective
Dietician
Ecologist

Electrolysis Plater Entomologist
Environmental Scientist
Exterminator
Farmer or Rancher
Family/Consumer Scientist
Fish/Wildlife Service
Forest Ranger
Game Warden
Gardener
Geologist
Herpetologist
Horticulturalist
Immunologist
Landscape Architect
Laboratory Technician
Medical Secretary
Metallurgist
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Nursery Operator
Nutritionist
Occupational Therapist
Pharmacist
Physical Therapist
Physician/Surgeon
Photographer
Practical Nurse
Research Chemist
Registered Nurse
Research Nutritionist
Science Teacher
Taxidermist
Veterinarian
X-ray Technician
Zoologist

Available Classes
THE TWO (2) COURSES LISTED BELOW ARE REQUIRED OF ALL STUDENTS:
•

EARTH SCIENCE / GEOLOGY – 1.0 credit
GRADE 9 YEAR-LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Earth Science/Geology is designed to provide the student with a basic understanding of his/her home planet. It is
a science that deals with the Earth, its structure, changing processes, history and place in space. Special
emphasis will be placed on studying Iowa’s unique geological features and how they impact the entire planet.
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•

BIOLOGY – 1.0 credit
GRADE 10 YEAR-LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITE: EARTH SCIENCE / GEOLOGY
The course is divided into the following areas: Scientific methods, Chemistry of life, Ecology, Cells, Genetics,
Evolution, and the human body. Biological principles are developed through laboratory experiences using
methods of observation and scientific inquiry.

THE FOLLOWING COURSES ARE SCIENCE ELECTIVES:
•

CHEMISTRY S1 & S2 – 1.0 credit
GRADES 11-12 YEAR-LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: ALGEBRA I, BIOLOGY, EARTH SCIENCE/GEOLOGY
This course is designed for students interested in attending a four year college. Students should have a working
knowledge of algebra and be able to solve for unknowns in given equations. Topics of study include atomic
structure, periodic trends, chemical compounds, chemical reactions, the concept of the mole, energy and reaction
rate, and nuclear reactions. Students will be required to apply concepts in a laboratory setting and write formal
lab procedures and analysis.

•

ADVANCED CHEMISTRY S3 – .5 credit
GRADES 11-12
ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITES: CHEMISTRY S1 & S2, ALGEBRA 2
Chemistry 3 is designed to develop and build on the ideas and concepts gained in Chemistry S1 and S2.
Additional emphasis is placed on reaction chemistry: acids, bases, equilibrium, thermochemistry, reaction
kinetics, and organic chemistry. This course is designed to cover additional chemistry material not covered in the
first year of chemistry, but that will be found in all introductory college chemistry classes. It is recommended for
students interested in medical, engineering, or science-related fields.

•

PHYSICAL SCIENCE - 1.0 credit
GRADES 11-12 YEAR-LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES - TWO (2) FULL YEARS OF SCIENCE, ALGEBRA 1
Physical Science is an introductory one year program including information from both physics and chemistry. Our
approach will be conceptual, with a heavy emphasis on general concepts and phenomena keeping with the
developing mathematical skills of the students. There is not as much emphasis on the mathematical calculations
as in Physics. Topics will include motion, forces, chemical reactions, atomic structure, structure and properties of
matter, energy, heat, electricity, magnetism, light, and sound.

•

PHYSICS – 1.0 credit
GRADES 11-12 YEAR-LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: BIOLOGY, ALGEBRA 1, GEOMETRY, and COMPLETION OR ENROLLMENT IN
ALGEBRA 2
Physics is an in depth, one year program. Our approach will be a combination of lab based learning with
conceptual and mathematical calculations. There is a heavy emphasis on the mathematics and ideas in Physics.
We will focus on how mathematical calculations can give insight into the physical phenomenon. Topics will
include motion, forces, gravitation, energy, machines, and possibly heat, waves, and light.

•

ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY – 1.0 credit
GRADES 11-12 YEAR-LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITE: BIOLOGY
This course provides students with the fundamental concepts in anatomy and physiology. We will study the
structure of the human body. This course is designed to help meet the individual needs of students to prepare for
higher education and to study in an area of biological interest or health related profession.
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•

ASTRONOMY / METEOROLOGY - .5 credit
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
This course is split into two quarters; the first quarter will cover astronomy concepts. Astronomy is the study of
the objects in space, including stars, planets, comets, and their origins. This course is designed to provide the
students with an understanding of these topics; the history of space travel will also be investigated. The second
quarter will discuss Meteorology concepts; students will develop an understanding of the unique conditions that
take place daily to create the variety of diverse weather conditions experienced in the Midwest and other parts of
the world.

SOCIAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
SOCIAL SCIENCE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Archaeologist
Archivist
Attorney
Behavior Researcher
Census Taker
Clergyperson
Community Manager
Conservation Officer
Conserv./Historical Papers
Cultural Anthropologist
Economist
Environmental Planner
Export Manager
Foreign Correspondent

Foreign Service
Foreign Travel Escort Officer
Geographer
Geologist
Governor
Historian
Historic Site Administer
Historical Novelist
International Ed and Development
Internat.Exchange Program Director
Judge
Literary Writer
Missionary
Museum Exhibits Director

Newspaper Editor/Pub
Newspaper Reporter
Publishing
Radio News Reporter
Reference Librarian
Research Director
Social Worker
State Legislator
Stock Broker
Survey Interviewer
Teacher
U.S. Senator/Rep
Urban Planner
Wire News Editor

Available Classes
THE THREE (3) COURSES LISTED BELOW ARE REQUIRED OF ALL STUDENTS:
•

UNITED STATES HISTORY – 1.0 credit
GRADE 9 YEAR LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
United States History examines the major turning points in American history beginning with an intensive study of
Mount Vernon History and then continuing on with the sequence from 8th grade, beginning with the Roaring 20s
and continuing through the Great Depression, World War II, the growth of the United States, the Cold War and the
Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam, Watergate, the resurgence of conservatism, the fall of the Berlin Wall, the
technological revolution, 9-11, and additional topics continuing through the 1990s to the modern day. Attention is
given to political issues, institutions, political parties, leadership, and diplomatic and constitutional questions, as
well as economic, social, and intellectual trends. Current events are frequently included in class discussion as a
means of studying contemporary history.

•

WORLD HISTORY – 1.0 credit
GRADE 10 YEAR LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
World History is a survey of major eras in World History beginning with the Renaissance to the modern day,
emphasizing major historical transformations and processes that have shaped the interrelated global experience.
Topics include Reformation, colonization, imperialism, Enlightenment, the French Revolution, 19th Century
Liberalism, industrialization, urbanization, socialism and nationalism as they have affected life in Europe, the
Middle East, Asia, South America, and Africa in the modern era.
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•

POLITICAL SCIENCE - .5 credit
GRADE 12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
**Political Science may be offered Early Bird, every other day all year, if enough requests indicate there is
a need.
NO PREREQUISITES
Political Science is the study of the structure of government at the federal, state, and local levels. Students will
examine the party system, and the differing stances on issues taken by various political groups within the United
States. The Bill of Rights is examined, with particular attention paid to freedom of speech, press, and religion
along with search and seizure and gun control laws. Important Supreme Court cases are studied, and issues
such as abortion, capital punishment, medical ethics cases, and affirmative action are debated. Students are
encouraged to become active citizens by writing their legislators about local issues of their choosing. Students
are required to do research and complete various writing assignments and projects throughout this course. Class
discussion and debate are emphasized in grading.

THE FOLLOWING COURSES ARE SOCIAL SCIENCE ELECTIVES:
•

AP WORLD HISTORY - 1.0 credit
GRADES 11-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
(May be taken by 10th grade ELP students in place of World History - with department approval)
The AP World History course focuses on developing students' understanding of world history from approximately
8000 B.C.E. to the present. The course has students investigate the content of world history for significant events,
individuals, developments, and processes in six historical periods. The course also provides five themes that
students explore throughout the course encompassing the five major geographical regions of the globe: Africa,
the Americas, Asia, Europe, and Oceania.
**This is a college level course. Students are encouraged to take the AP Exam in the spring to attempt to
earn college credit.

•

WOMEN IN U.S. HISTORY - .5 credit (2018-2019)
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course addresses the history of women in the United States from the colonization of North America through
modern times. This class will focus on the impact that women have had on the development of the United States
and how women’s roles have changed over time. Students will look closely at how women’s historical
experiences challenge our understanding of American history. This class will consist of class lectures, primary
documents, class discussions, movies, group and individual research projects. ** Sophomores are able to take
this course with instructor permission, and two semesters of an ‘A’ in U.S. History.

•

THE AMERICAN WEST - .5 credits
(2017-2018)
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
In this course we will explore the Old West. We will learn about the American West and how it shaped our
nation’s history. We will cover topics that are of interest to you including early explorers, Native Americans, fur
traders, miners, cowboys and of course frontier men and women. Class will consist of lectures, both individual
and group projects, movies, reading and internet research. ** Sophomores are able to take this course with
instructor permission, and two semesters of an ‘A’ in U.S. History.

•

CRIMINAL JUSTICE- .5 CREDITS
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
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In this course you will learn how our criminal justice system in America operates as well as develop a good
understanding of how court decisions affect our lives. We will examine how our criminal justice system tries to
balance individual rights with social concerns. We will spend a good deal of time discussing and sharing hot
topics in criminal justice that interest you. Class will consist of lectures, debates and discussion, mock trials,
individual and group projects and a trip to the Crime Lab.
•

INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY - .5 credit
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Psychology is a fascinating course which will engage students in the study of human thought, behavior and
motivation. During the semester, students will survey various topics including an introduction to the subfields of
psychology, the practice of mental health treatment in the United States today, the study of psychology across the
lifespan, the psychology of learning, the biology of behavior, motivation and emotion and social psychology. This
is a survey course which seeks to allow students to obtain knowledge of psychology and to apply this knowledge
in order to have a better understanding of self and of others. Students will engage in class discussion, group
projects, writing, research and analysis of relevant studies. ** Sophomores are able to take this course with
instructor permission, and two semesters of an ‘A’ in U.S. History.

•

INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY - .5 credits
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
In this class we will learn how society shapes human social behavior. Sociology is the study of social structures
and how they affect our lives. In this class we will learn how people become socialized and the various social
institutions that help mold us. We will learn about the role of family, schools, church, and the government as
social institutions. We will cover topics that are of interest to you including the development of male and female
gender roles, sexism in advertising, poverty in America, racism, deviance and issues facing teens. Class will
consist of lectures, discussions, readings, individual and group projects and movies. ** Sophomores are able to
take this course with instructor permission, and two semesters of an ‘A’ in U.S. History.

•

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - .5 credit
(2017-2018)
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course will introduce topics through an overview of international security, foreign policy, international
organizations, international law, international politics, international political economy. Students will gain a clear
understanding of the main theories of international relations and their applications to contemporary world issues.
This course will focus on knowledge and analysis of current world and political affairs. Students must handle
challenging reading, writing, and synthesizing assignments within this demanding course.

•

PROBLEMS OF A MODERN SOCIETY - .5 credit
(2018-2019)
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
This course explores relevant contemporary social issues. By nature, the content and topics studied in this course
are organic. Integrating the fields of psychology, sociology and history, students will study contemporary problems
at the local, state, national and global level. Students should leave the course with an ability to seek quality
information about relevant topics, analyze contemporary problems both effectively and critically and to share that
information in written and/or oral fashion. This is a student centered course which relies on student research,
collaboration and upon a high level of engagement from each student in the classroom. This is a great fit for
students interested in contemporary issues facing our world today. ** Sophomores are able to take this course
with instructor permission, and two semesters of an ‘A’ in U.S. History.

•

SPORTS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY - .5 credit
GRADES 11-12
ONE SEMESTER COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
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This class will study the influence sports have had on our society and culture. Students will study the historical
development of amateur and professional athletics. The psychological and sociological perspectives of sports will
also be studied. Class content will be adjusted to include the interests of students enrolled in the course and to
include current issues in sports.

LEARNING SKILLS PROGRAM
•

DIRECTED STUDIES - 1.0 credit
GRADES 9-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITES: PLACEMENT BY STUDENT STUDY TEAM
This course provides students with structured study time within a small group setting. Students will work on skills
such as communication, writing, reading, and study skill development. IEP goals and objectives are worked on
during this class. Generally, students in the Learning Skills Program will be enrolled in at least one period daily in
a Directed Studies class.

VOCATIONAL COURSES
•

ELEMENTARY AIDE - .5 credit
GRADES 10-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITES: Completion of contract; willingness / ability to work directly with elementary students
An elementary aide will assist in a Washington Elementary classroom working in cooperation with and under the
supervision of the regular classroom teacher. The aide will have a chance to experience the many responsibilities
and tasks that are part of a teacher’s every-day activities. Daily attendance is required. Grading is Pass or Fail
and is based on daily attendance, teacher evaluation, and the completion of a final paper. Actual classroom
placement will be assigned by Washington Elementary based on the needs of the staff. A student may take the
Elementary Aide course a maximum of two semesters while in high school.

•

WORK STUDY - .5 credit
GRADES 11-12 ONE SEMESTER COURSE
PREREQUISITES: COMPLETION OF APPLICATION
This is a vocational program designed for juniors and seniors. During the work portion of the curriculum, students
will keep a log of hours worked. Regular attendance at the job site is required. Transportation to the job site is
the student’s responsibility. Grading will be based on a pass/fail basis. An evaluation form completed by your
work supervisor and the completion of a final paper at the end of the semester is required for successful
completion of this course.

WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
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Anthropologist
Composer
Customs Examiner
Diplomat
Dramatic Coach
Essayist or Author
Export Clerk
FBI Agent
Flight Attendant
Foreign CorrespServices
Foreign Exchange Clerk

Foreign News Interpret/Translator
Historian
Immigration Inspector
Information Clerk
Lawyer
Librarian
Medical Assistant
Messenger
Missionary
Musician
Physician

Receptionist
Salesperson
Social Group Worker
Stage Performer
Stenographer
Teacher
Travel Agent
Travel Guide
Tutor

Available Classes
•

GERMAN 1 – 1.0 credit
GRADES 9-11 YEAR LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
Students will develop basic skills for communicating in German: listening, reading, writing and speaking skills will
be emphasized. The focus will be on vocabulary acquisition and practice of German expressions. Students may
use songs, pictures, videos, games, role playing, and memorizing expressions to develop that focus. During the
course, students will learn and demonstrate speaking survival skills in simulated social situations. Learning about
the culture of German speaking countries will be introduced and integrated as a part of learning the German
language. A grade of C- or better must be earned in order to proceed to the next semester of German. There
may be special consideration given upon instructor approval.

•

GERMAN 2 – 1.0 credit
GRADES 10-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITE: GERMAN 1
The language skills and cultural knowledge acquired in German I will be expanded in order that students will be
able to cope with a greater depth and diversity in classroom and social situations in German. In addition to
continuing the activities experienced in German I, students will be doing more reading and short writing
assignments. A grade of C- or better must be earned in order to proceed to the next semester of German. There
may be special consideration given upon instructor approval.

•

GERMAN 3 – 1.0 credit
GRADES 11-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITE: GERMAN 2
In German Ill, students will increase their reading and writing skills, while continuing to improve their speaking and
listening skills. An increased emphasis will be placed on grammar. Students will reenter previously acquired skills
and expand them in novel ways. Linguistically, they will be learning to respond to situations which move beyond
memorized dialogues and phrases. A grade of C- or better must be earned in order to proceed to the next
semester of German. There may be special consideration given upon instructor approval.

•

HONORS GERMAN 4 – 1.0 credit
GRADE 12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITE: GERMAN 3
German IV is the culmination of the four-year sequence. Students will devote more time to reading and writing.
They will study advanced grammatical structures and expand their vocabulary. Modern German literature and
poetry, art and architecture, history, films and radio dramas will be some of the areas the students will explore.
Students will increase their ability to function in German in social situations by learning methods of circumlocution.
They will also practice test-taking in preparation for college entrance exams. A grade of C- or better must be
earned in order to proceed to the next semester of German. There may be special consideration given upon
instructor approval. If there is sufficient enrollment, the AP curriculum for German 4 will be taught.
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•

SPANISH 1 – 1.0 credit
GRADES 9-11 YEAR LONG COURSE
NO PREREQUISITES
The Spanish language is studied by developing the student’s listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. The
student is introduced to basic vocabulary and grammar structures of the language; thus enabling the student to
speak and write in simple sentences about themselves and others. Class activities stress finding meaningful and
practical applications of Spanish in their lives. Students will study cultural diversity and work on developing a nonjudgmental approach to cultures other than our own. Students are informed of and encouraged to attend cultural
events outside of class. A grade of C- or better must be earned in order to proceed to the next semester of
Spanish. There may be special consideration given upon instructor approval.

•

SPANISH 2 – 1.0 credit
GRADES 10-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITE: SPANISH 1
In Spanish 2 grammar patterns are studied in greater depth. Emphasis is placed on acquiring a range of
vocabulary useful in everyday communication including: using the telephone, speaking of normal daily routines,
making polite requests, giving commands, getting around the city, going shopping, and discussing what happened
in the past, what is happening now and what will happen in the near future. Students are expected to speak and
read more Spanish on a daily basis. They participate in daily exercises to increase their oral and written skills in
the language and are assigned projects which are presented or recorded for later review. Culture is integrated in
all facets of the curriculum to bring the language to life and heighten the students' awareness of issues facing
Hispanic populations. Students are informed and encouraged to attend cultural events outside of class. By the
end of the second year, students should be able to narrate actions in the present, present progressive, and simple
past tenses. A grade of C- or better must be earned in order to proceed to the next semester of Spanish. There
may be special consideration given upon instructor approval.

•

SPANISH 3 – 1.0 credit
GRADES 11-12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITE: SPANISH 2
Emphasis is placed on broadening the student’s listening, reading, writing, and speaking skills. Students are
expected to use the Spanish language every day in class. The student is introduced to more tenses in the
Spanish language. The student is required to give speeches using these various tenses. Culture is discussed
through the readings of authentic materials in the target language (newspapers, magazines, short stories, and
poetry). A grade of C- or better must be earned in order to proceed to the next semester of Spanish. There may
be special consideration given upon instructor approval.

•

HONORS SPANISH 4 – 1.0 credit
GRADE 12 YEAR LONG COURSE
PREREQUISITE: SPANISH 3
The emphasis of Honors Spanish 4 is quality practice and fine tuning of the student’s listening, speaking, reading
and writing skills through a wide variety of curricular resources and activities. Students are expected to speak
Spanish almost exclusively in class every day and to discuss and give oral presentations regularly. Early on, the
skill of circumlocution is practiced to aid in a quick growth curve of student confidence and competence in oral
communication. Written work is emphasized through a variety of literary projects requiring creativity, analysis,
problem-solving, and expressing opinions. Students practice and enhance their listening skills through role play,
intensive communication exercises, guest speakers, and Hispanic music and film. Students study additional
topics in advanced grammar, as well as Hispanic literature and history. By the completion of Spanish 4, students
are expected to comprehend, speak, read, and write using both basic and more advanced vocabulary and
grammar. A grade of C- or better must be earned in order to proceed to the next semester of Spanish. There
may be special consideration given upon instructor approval.

The Mount Vernon Community School District will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status (for programs), socioeconomic status (for programs), disability, religion,
and creed. Students, parents, employees and others doing business with or performing services with the district who feel that they have experienced discrimination are encouraged to contact Matt Thede, Equity Coordinator, Mount Vernon
Community High School, 731 Palisades Road SW, Mount Vernon, IA 52314, telephone: 319-895-8843 x4005, where our district has a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. Inquiries may also be directed in writing
to the Director of Civil Rights – Region VII, US Department of Education,; 310 W. Wisconsin Ave.; Suite 800; Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53203-2292 (phone: 414-291-1111) or to the Iowa Department of Education; Grimes State Office Building;
Des Moines, Iowa, 50319-0146 (phone: 515-281-5294).
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